March 16, 2021

Dear Senator (or Representative) _________________,

First, I would like to take this time to thank you for all your hard work and dedication to the people of the ________ district of Florida.  You are noted and appreciated.  I especially liked your work and support for . . . .

I am writing you today to ask you to support SB LFIR #1032 (HB #3285), which would reinstate the Arts for a Complete Education Grant (“ACE Grant”).  This grant has been managed on behalf of the Department of Education by the Florida Alliance for Arts Education for over 30 years.  Due to the pandemic, this grant was cut along with other “educational enhancements” June 2020 by Governor DeSantis.  

This $110,952 supports FOUR state programs in Arts Education:
1. Florida Arts Model Schools – the selection of model arts educational practices in schools across the state (three year designations).  See http://faae.org/fams-designations/
2. Advancing Arts Education – three schools wanting to improve or enhance their arts education programs (North, Central, South) receive $5000 each and are paired with and expert consultant for one year. http://faae.org/advancing-arts-education-schools/
3. Arts Education lessons and resources for ALL courses in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts, K-12, available through the CPALMS “ACE Collection”.  https://www.cpalms.org/Public/
4. Careers in the Arts Workshops and Web Resource.  Annual workshop for middle school students to share different areas of employment in the arts, and requiring different levels and types of expertise and educational opportunities (usually hosted by a state college).  Career and College Readiness programming.  http://careersinthearts.org/

Thank you in advance for your support for the reinstatement of the ACE Grant to the budget.


Sincerely,

